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Abstract:

There are two main contemporary approaches in philosophy of
medicine that have tried to respond to the question of "What is medicine"
or more specifically whether or medicine is science. "Medicine as science"
and "medicine as art" have been the two main answers. "Medicine as
science" view reflects philosophically on medicine based on the theories
and methods of philosophy of science, whereas, "medicine as art™ tries to
highlight the humanistic aspects of medicine in order to propose a
theoretical model for medical ethics.

In this thesis, both approaches have been critically reviewed and it
was argued that none of them has set an appropriate framework to
understand the essence of medicine. Based on the known critiques in the
literature, | have proposed a comprehensive model that includes the
neglected parts of medicine: the primacy of practice, as well as, case-based
knowledge, its dialogue orientated, and finally its interpretative nature. It
was then proposed that this comprehensive model fit well into Gadamer’s
philosophical hermeneutics.
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