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Abstract

Correspondence and its techniques has been a major part of the Persian Literature
through out history. The oldest evidence for correspondence in Iran is from the
Achaemenid Dynasty. The collection of these letters contain thirteen complete
letters and some damaged fragments.

During the Parthian and Sassanian period this postal service which was
established during the Achaemenid Dynasty was expanded and continued and
there are a lot of letters written in Middle Iranian Languages remaining today.
Although the evidence surviving from the Parthian period is scant, the inscription
of Artaban Il1, the Parthian ostraca from Nisa and the Letter of Mithradates to his
brother are types of correspondence in Parthian. Also, letter writing formulas
from Parthian can be traced from the Pahlavi treatise Ayadgar 1 Zaréran and the

Persian romance Vis 0 Ramin.



The Sassanian era can be considered as the golden age of the Middle Persian
Literature and therefore of correspondence techniques before Islam.
Correspondence was so important and extended at this time that a manual on
letter writing was compiled. There are also a number of Middle Persian letters on
papyrus and parchment from the time of Khosrow Il in Egypt. We can also
mention the Epistles of Manucihr and Nameye Tansar as sources for investigating
the correspondence techniques in pre-Islamic Iran.

Many letters have been found in other Middle Iranian Languages such as
Bactrian, Sogdian and Khotanese. The oldest should be the Sogdian Ancient
Letters. These letters written on Chinese paper were found in a watch tower on
the Chinese Great Wall. They contain five complete and some fragmentary letters.
There are also another collection of letters (more than 76) called the Mog
Documents in Sogdian. The most important letter in this collection is a letter from
an Arab Emir to Dewastic the king of Sogd and Samarkand.

The other main group of letters in another Middle Iranian language is a collection
of almost one hundered complete and fragmentary documents in Bactrian.

There are also some private letters found in the extant texts in Khotanese.

Islamic sources, in which earlier letters were translated into Arabic or Persian,
provide some additional information about correspondence in the Sassanian
period. Arabic historians such as Tabari, Masudi and Ebn al-Nadim describe some
of the letters written by Sassanian kings. There is also a very early Judeo-Persian
letter, Dandan 1 Uylig which has a very interesting language A number of letters
about military affairs are contained in the Shah namég, they include examples
written by Persian kings to other rulers, governors and army commanders as well
as the replies.

The analysis of correspondence techniques in Middle Iranian languages gives
many linguistic, historical, cultural and anthropological information to both
scholars and students. | hope that by doing the present work | have accomplished

some of this task.
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